
Hi Pierre,

That’s an amazing find of the pictures of Bob Medforth’s grave and funeral procession.

I identified the rear pallbearer as my father, George White right away.

The picture she found of Bob’s grave appears to have been taken at a later date than the pictures I have of 
Bob’s grave. The inscription on the cross is different. There is snow on the ground and there are also 
many more crosses in the cemetery. 





 

As Jennifer says, it is truly a very heartbreaking image. The participants look devastated.

I recall my dad say how Bob’s death was devastating to his crew members. Bob was 36 years old when he 
was killed. He was much older than the rest of the boys who were all in their early twenties. He was very 
well respected and he was their moral leader and mentor of sorts. I recall my dad saying Bob influenced 
him a lot with his politics. Bob was from Saskatchewan, and he was apparently a very strong supporter of 
the CCF (Co-operative Commonwealth Federation), the predecessor to the NDP (New Democratic Party 
of Canada).

I’ve looked through my dad’s old pictures and I don’t think I have any more shots that I can positively 
identify as Bob Medford. I’ve often wondered if the fellow on the right in the following photo is Bob.



I have many pictures of my dad’s crew. They stayed together pretty much for the duration of the war after 
landing in Normandy. This one, showing some of the boys, was taken by their tent in Normandy. The 
three boys in Jennifer’s picture carrying Bob’s coffin are in this shot. I’m not sure who the fellow middle 
row left with the white shirt is. Middle row right is “Whick” Whickson from Toronto. My father George 
White from Kenora Ontario is in the front row centre.



Pierre, I noticed Bob Medforth’s niece left a comment on you website blog last June. Why not update her 
on your latest information this Remembrance Day?

Cheers,

Mark White


